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Agenda

1. Introduction

2. Ontario Arts Council overview

3. Arts Education granting programs

4. Artists in Education (AIE) program

5. Connecting to schools

6. Questions and Answers



Ontario Arts Council overview

ÅOAC has been in existence for 40+ years

ÅArms length agency of the Ministry of Culture, 

Tourism and Recreation

ÅIn past fiscal year (2007-2008) funded 1,300 

individuals and 874 organizations in 252 

communities

Å57 programs for individuals and organizations



OAC provides grants in 3 ways:

1. Artistic discipline          

(e.g. Visual art, dance)

2.  Activity (e.g. Arts education, 
community arts)

3.  Cultural practice             
(e.g. Aboriginal Arts, 
Francophone Arts)



Ontario Arts Council overview

Individual Applicants Musté

ÅBe recognized as a practising artist by other artists 

working in the same field 

ÅHave completed basic training (formal or informal) in 

their field(s) 

ÅSpend a significant amount of time practising their 

art 

ÅSeek payment for their work



Arts Education Granting Programs

There are 4 granting programs in the Arts 

Education Office:

üArts Education Organizations 

üArts Education Projects

üArtists in Education

üAboriginal Artists in Schools (co-managed 

with the Aboriginal Arts office)



Arts Education Organizations

Å For Ontario-based not-for-
profit, professional arts  
education organizations

Å One deadline per year in April

Å Operational funding

Arts Education Projects

Å For individuals and organizations

Å Two deadlines per year Oct 1 and 
Mar 1

Å Can be in any space with any age 
group

Å Can be many different types of 
engagement although most often is 
hands-on engagement

Å Need confirmed partners

Å Projects of any artistic discipline that 
engage artists and learners of all 
ages in or outside of the education 
system in a creative experience



Å For individuals

Å January 15 deadline

Å Project in the school system with school-aged children

Å Hands-on engagement of participants to develop artistic skills 
and be involved in a creative process

Å Helpful to have schools interested (but not required)

Å 55-60% funding success rate

PROGRAM PRIORITIES

Å To create opportunities for students in remote or underserved 
communities to have access to professional artists

Å Create opportunities for students to experience a wide range 
of art activities, new and emerging art forms, art forms 
underrepresented in the schools

Artists in Education Program



Artists in Education Program Timeline

October 15, 2009

Application available on 

website. 

January 15, 2010

Application form due 

to OAC office

April 2010 

Results announced 

Notification by letter

August 2010

Receive grant cheques 

for full amount

September 2010 to June 2011

Deliver project in schools

Ongoing request for travel

August 2011

Final report due

Next yearôs forms available

Online!
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ÅThe program is structured 

by hours of time with 

learners

ÅMinimum of 25 hours

ÅMaximum 125 (Toronto) 

/ 150 hours (Outside 

GTA)

ÅYou design how the time 

is allocated for the project 

Structure of program



You can design your project any way you like!



Å$42 per hour from OAC

Å$6 per hour (min.) from school

ÅMinimum request is 25 hours or $1050

ÅMaximum request is 125 hours or $5250 

(Toronto)

ÅMaximum request is 150 hours or $6300 

outside Toronto

Grant amount, travel, co-applicants



Travel

Å25 to 75 kilometres one-way from your 

residence 

ÅMore than 75 kilometres one-way from 

your residence 

ÅTravel request form



Co-applicants

ÅTwo artists may apply together for a grant 

if they have a collaborative project. The 

joint application is then evaluated as a 

single application 

ÅEach artist gets paid the FULL amount



Å Application Form

Å Résumé / CV

Å Project Description + Sample Session 

Å Letters of Reference 

Å Artist Support Material 

Å Learner Support Material 

What do I have to submit in the application?



Å Peer assessment

Å Representation

Å Confidentiality

Å Process

Å How do we find jurors/advisors?

Who decides?



What are the decisions based on?

Impact

Viability

Artistic 
Merit



ÅWho do I want to connect with in the 
schools?

ÅWhere do they go for information on the 
arts?

ÅHow am I already connected to schools?

ÅWho do I know that is already connecting 
with schools?

ÅWhich schools have a commitment to the 
arts?

Connecting to Schools



ÅWhat skills will you teach students?

ÅWhat new vocabulary will they learn?

ÅHow will they apply the skills and vocabulary 
and/or what activities will they experience?

ÅWill there be opportunity for students to talk 
/write about what they have produced and 
what others have produced? How will this 
happen?

Connecting to Schools

Understanding the Ontario Arts Curriculum



Understanding the Ontario Arts Curriculum

The Areas of Achievement in the Arts

Understanding of Concepts

(skills and vocabulary)

Analysis and Appreciation

(talking and writing about their work 

and others work)

Communication

(expressing ideas and feelings) 

Performance and Creative Work

(applying skills)



Understanding the Ontario Arts Curriculum

The Areas of Achievement in the Arts

Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1

Understanding of 

Concepts

(Skills & 

Vocabulary)

Performance and 

Creative Work

(Application)

Analysis and 

Appreciation

(Talking and writing 

about work)

Communication

(Expression of 

ideas & feelings)



10 Grantwriting Tips

1. Call the officer of the program well before 

deadline.

2. Get as many people as possible to read 

your grant before submitting.

3. Ask the officer if they look at drafts of 

applications.

4. Spell check!

5. Donôt under-estimate support material.



10 Grantwriting Tips

6. Tap into networks and find out if anyone 
has applied to the funder/program before 
ïask them to be your mentor

7. Be detailed but concise. Donôt repeat.

8. Write with the passion you have for the 
project, edit with objectivity.

9. Find your expertise that you wish to 
share.

10. If you donôt get the grant, call for 
feedback ïnot all offices offer feedback, 
but most.



Arts Education Office

Nasreen Khan, Arts Education Officer

nkhan@arts.on.ca

Arts Education Organizations, Arts Education Projects

Christina Akrong, Associate Arts Education Officer

cakrong@arts.on.ca

Artists in Education, Aboriginal Artists in Schools


